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UNITED STATES JUDICIAL PANEL
on
MULTIDISTRICT LITIGATION

IN RE: CHASE BANK USA, N.A., "CHECK LOAN"

CONTRACT LITIGATION
Robert F. Ponte v. Chase Bank USA, N.A., et al., )
E.D. Michigan, C.A. No. 2:12-13901 ) MDL No. 2032

ORDER DENYING TRANSFER

Before the Panel: Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1407(c), defendant Chase Bank USA, N.A.
(Chase) moves to transfer the present action to MDL No. 2032. Plaintiff has stipulated that he does
not oppose the motion.

This action (Ponte) alleges that plaintiff accepted check loans from Chase that promised low
interest rates “for the life of the loan,” but that Chase unilaterally changed the terms of the loan in
2008 by raising the minimum monthly repayment amount. Plaintiff claims that the change in terms
caused him to default on his account. The actions originally centralized in this MDL involve related
allegations that Chase unilaterally amended its customers’ check loan terms in late 2008 to include
a monthly service fee and an increase in the minimum monthly payment or an increased interest rate.
See In re: Chase Bank USA, N.A., “Check Loan” Contract Litig., 629 F. Supp. 2d 1357, 1357-58
(J.P.M.L. 2009).

After considering all argument of counsel and consulting with the transferee judge, we
conclude that inclusion of this action in MDL No. 2032 is not necessary to achieve the just and
efficient conduct of the litigation. As we have previously observed, “multidistrict litigation is not
static.” See MDL No. 1769, In re: Seroquel Prods. Liab. Litig., Order Vacating Conditional
Transfer Order, at 1 (J.P.M.L. Feb. 5, 2010). The relative merits of transferring new tag-along
actions to an MDL can change over time as the transferee court completes its primary tasks, and at
a certain point the benefits of transfer should not be assumed to continue. See id. A settlement was
granted final approval in MDL No. 2032 on November 19, 2012, and proceedings have concluded.
Any relevant discovery produced and substantive rulings issued can be made available to the parties
and the presiding court.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that the motion, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1407(c), for
transfer of this action is denied.
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